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AFN 121 - History of African Civilizations (Same as HIS 121)
Description
This course examines African "civilizations" from early antiquity to the decline of the West African Empire of 
Songhay. Through readings, lectures, discussions and videos, students will be introduced to the major themes 
and patterns that characterize the various African settlements, states, and empires of antiquity to the close of 
the seventeenth century. The course explores the wide range of social and cultural as well as technological and 
economic change in Africa, and interweaves African agricultural, social, political, cultural, technological, and 
economic history in relation to developments in the rest of the world, in addition to analyzing factors that 
influenced daily life such as the lens of ecology, food production, disease, social organization and relationships, 
culture and spiritual practice. This course will help to build a well-rounded knowledge base and understanding 
of the roles of Africa's peoples in human history. 
Enrollment Requirements: Prerequisite: ENG 88/ESL 94 or higher AND ACR 94 or higher. 
Requirement Designation: Flexible Core - World Cultures & Global Issues.
Credits 3
• AFN 121 - History of African Civilizations (Same as HIS 121) at Borough of Manhattan Community College 
(CUNY) | Coursicle BMCC





• The Yorubas are one of the largest African ethnic groups south of the Sahara 
Desert. 
• They are, in fact, not a single group, but rather a collection of diverse people 
bound together by a common language, history, and culture. 
• Within Nigeria, the Yorubas dominate the western part of the country. 
• Yoruba mythology holds that all Yoruba people descended from a hero called 
“Odua” or “Oduduwa”. 




The father of Yorubaland
• Image 1: Bronze head of Ooni of Ife. 
Ooni – King / custodian of 
traditions.
• Image 2: Ooni of Ile Ife – current 
King (custodian). 
Yoruba LANGUAGE
• The Yoruba language belongs to the Congo-Kordofanian language family. 
Yoruba has many dialects, but its speakers can all understand each other.
• Yoruba is a tonal language. The same combination of vowels and consonants 
has different meanings depending on the pitch of the vowels (whether they are 
pronounced with a high voice or a low voice). 
• For example, the same word, aro, can mean cymbal, indigo dye, lamentation, 
and granary, depending on intonation.
• Pele o is "Hello";
• Bawo ni? is "How are you?"; 
• Dada ni is "Fine, thank you."






Masquerade Festival from my hometown: Ogbomosho





[Ifa the sayer of 
all good things]
Influence on Modern Traditions
• Although it's most commonly found in the western part of Africa, in countries like Nigeria, Benin, and 
Togo, for the past several decades, Yoruba religion has also been making its way to the United 
States, where it is resonating with many Black Americans.
• Many people find themselves drawn to Yoruba because it offers them a chance to connect to a spiritual 
heritage that predates colonization and the Transatlantic slave trade.
• In addition, Yoruba has had significant influence on other belief systems that are considered a part of the 
African diaspora. African traditional religions like Santeria, Candomble, and Trinidad Orisha all can trace 
many of their roots back to the beliefs and practices of Yorubaland. 
• In Brazil, enslaved Yoruba brought their traditions with them, syncretized them with the Catholicism of 
their owners, and formed the Umbanda religion, which blends African orishas and beings with Catholic 
saints and indigenous concepts of ancestral spirits.
[Wiggington, 2019]
The Yoruba religion 




IFA: Spirituality / Consciousness
Women Empowerment / Respect
• During the four centuries of the slave trade, Yoruba territory was 
known as the Slave Coast. 
• Uncounted numbers of Yoruba were carried to the Americas. 
Their descendants preserved Yoruba traditions. 
• In several parts of the Caribbean and South America, Yoruba 
religion has been combined with Christianity. 
Key Takeaways: Yoruba Religion: “ASHE”
• The Yoruba religion includes the concept of ”Ashe”, a powerful life force 
possessed by humans and divine beings alike; Ashe is the energy found in all 
natural things.
• Much like the Catholic saints, the Yoruba orishas work as the intermediaries 
between man and the supreme creator, and the rest of the divine world.
• Yoruba religious celebrations have a social purpose; they promote cultural values 
and help to preserve the rich heritage of the people who follow them.
[Wiggington, 2019]
Oyotunji Village, Sheldon, South Carolina 
Kingdom of the Yoruba People in North America
Founded in 1970 
HRM. OBA ADEGBOLU ADEFUNMI II
http://www.oyotunji.org/
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